
Thesis Statement, Topic Sentence, Main Idea

• Main Idea: What the entire 
reading is about in a few words

• Thesis Statement: Summarizes
what the reading is about in a 
sentence. Located at the 
beginning, middle, or end of the 
introductory paragraph.

• Topic Sentence: Tells what a 
specific paragraph is about. The 
most important sentence of a 
paragraph.
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